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‘A cory of the detailed prospectus of the 
Trust and Loan Company of China, 
Japan and the Straits, Limited, has at 
last reached Shanghai, and it is well 





for the comfort of the officials of the 


Hongkong Bank here that it did not | 
88 reach Shanghai before. 


There was 
eagerness enough displayed to make 


| application for shares on the skeleton 


prospectus that was telegraphed out 
from home ; but if this full document 
had been in the possession of Shang- 
hai, the rush to subscribe would have 
overwhelmed the bank. The direc- 
tors’ names were telegraphed, and it 
will be remembered that they are the 
representatives of some of the lead- 
ing American, English and German 
firms in the China trade, with a late 
partner in David Sassoons’, and one 
of the shrewdest of that staff of the 
Hongkong Bank who have built it up 
to its present goodly proportions. No 
one should be better advised than these 
meu as to the actual position and pro- 
heer of affairs in China, and it is 
therefore of the first interest to us to 
read the view they take of the position. 
The cynic might say that this was a 


69| clear instance of distance lending en- 


chantment to the view: the Chinese 
Times, writing at Tientsin, the very 
centre of affairs, tells us that there has 





0| been no progress in China, but rather 


retrogression, and that “it is three 
years since we were told in a somewhat 
oracular and even menacing manner 
that China was awakening; but of a 
genuine awakening it is difficult to per- 
ceive any certain symptoms ;” while 
this prospectus, published under the 
auspices of some of the leading men 
connected with the empire, opens with 
the encouraging assurance that “recent 
events in China are expected to lead to 
important changes in that country and 
toa new era of commercial prosperity. 
Not only should a fresh impetus be 
iven to trade generally, but the intro- 
luction of capital into China, which 
must necessarily follow, will cause such a 
development of its vast natural resources 
as can searcely be over-estimated.” ‘The 
fact, we take it, is that both statements 
are true. Our northern contemporary 
was writing under the disappointment 
caused by the temporary check to rail- 
way constructiun, a check which we 
may be certain is only temporary. As 
we remarked when considering his 
article, the tide continues to rise, 
though the waves alternately advance 
and recede. The Chinese Times, when 
it wrote, had its eye, as it tells us 
indeed, on a receding wave. Mr. Betts, 
in the portion of his lecture recently 





which “have been made by the Chinese 
government in scientific. pursuits, al- 


though those pursuits have been followed 


chiefly for warlike purposes ;” the value 
of railways for military purposes will 
become more and more evident to the 
Chinese government, and their construc- 
tion will not be so long delayed 
as the pessimists fear. 

Up to the receipt of this detailed 
prospectus the exact objects of the new 
company have been a matter of guess- 
work. The Hongkong papers, the wish 
being no doubt partly Either to the 
thought, have hailed it as likely to 
come to the assistance of the holders of 
securities on which the existing banks 
are not disposed to make advances, 
Here the opinion was more generally 
entertained, looking at the limited ex- 
tent of the proposed paid-up capital of 
the company, that it would more prob- 
ably direct its energies to promoting and 
financing other companies. It actually 
proposes to do all these things. It “ will 
enter upon a new and extensive field 
for the investment of capital, and its 
resourcesshould findemploymentoutside 
of the operations which have hitherto 
been undertaken by the existing banks 
and local insurance offices in China, 
Japan and the Straits. ‘These, from 
the nature of their constitution, have 
been unable to avail themselves of 
many profitable and sound investments 
that are offered in those countries. 
The company will be able to take w 
branches of business hitherto neglected, 
and thus supply a demand for new 
capital which has long been felt and is 
daily increasing.” It might occur to some 
one to ask how it is that the China firms 
that have members on the board of the 
new company have allowed their agents 
here to neglect these branches of busi- 
ness hitherto. Although the company’s 
paid-up capital is small, it will take up 
money in Great Britain at low rates, 
which it will employ at the high rates 
of interest here; and we have some 
data to guide us in considering the 
probable profit to be made from this 
source, in the recently-published pros- 
pectus of the Imperial and Foreign 
Investment and Agency Corporation, 
Limited, of which Mr. Frederick D, 
Sassoon is a director, and many old 
China hands are founders, and which 
is proposing to issue its four per cent. 
debentures at par. In‘addition to the 
Joanbusiness, the new company intendsto 
assist in the foundation and development. 


published, remarks on the great advances | of companies for all kinds of public 
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works in China; and we note,—tmsting 
that the confidence is not misplaced— 
that “it is confidently expected that the 
government of the Chinese empire, as 
well as the sub-governments of the Vice- 
Royalties, will give a hearty support 
to European intelligence and capital ap- 
plied to the development of the country, 
and that this company will thus secure 
for British capital a new and profitable 
field for investment.” ‘This is perhaps 
a little sanguine, and not likely to be 
realised in the immediate future, but it 
will undoubtedly come. It should brace 
us up here and encourage us to throw 
off the despondency as to the future of 
China that sometimes attacks us, to read 
such a hopeful account as is given iu this 
prospectus on such good authority, and 
we have no doubt that, though some 
of the prophecies it contains may be 
delayed in fulfilment, with such capable 
hands to guide it the company will 
have all the success which those who 
have so eagerly subscribed for its shares 
anticipate, 





Summary of Hews. 





The English mail of 6th December arrived 
hore on the 13th inst., by the P. & 0. Co.'s 
str, Clyde, 

A mail leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe, by the M.M. Co.'s str, Saghatien, 

ae 
LATEST INTELLIGENCE, 


[WY RASTEIRN EXTRNSION A. AND c. TEL, CO.] 
(THROUGH REUTER'S AGENCY.) 


PORTUGAL HOPES TAAT PEACE 
WILL BE MAINTAINED. 


London, 9th January. 
The Portuguese Minister for Marine 
and the Colonies says that the dispute 
with England presents difficulties, but 
that it is not’ necessary to ask for an 
extraordinary credit as there are hopes 
of a peaceful settlement. 
‘THE INFLUENZA IS ALARMING. 
The Aldershot barrack rooms have 
been converted into hospitals. ‘The 
influenza is alarming. 
VERY GRATIFYING. 
London, 12th January. 
Lord Salisbury states that Portugal’s 
reply is a proof of a conciliatory spirit, 
affording a basis for an amicable settle- 
ment, 





PORTUGAL YIELDS,— 
London, 13th January. 

Portugal in reply to the ultimatum 
of Lord Salisbury yields to superior 
ower, reserving her rights to the de- 
ated territory. 

BUT LISBON IS INDIGNANT. 

A mob at Lisbon has smashed the 
windows of the Cabinet Ministers and 
of the British Consulate, i 
for the resignation of the Mini 
THE TROUBLE WITH PORTUGAL. 

London, 14th January. 

The Portuguese Ministry has re- 
signed. The patriotic excitement con- 
tinues. The French and Spanish Press 
are attacking England. 





SPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE NORTH-CHINA 
DAILY NEWS. 
GREAT FIRE AT FOOCHOW. 
Foochow, 12th Jan. 

‘A great fire broke out on Friday night 
in the foreign settlement at Nautai. 
Sixty native houses were destroyed, the 
area over which the flames extended 
being from Rozario’s to the back of 
Schinfeld’s. Hing Chong’s, Kaw Hong- 
take’s, the Bazaar, Baboo’s, and Rozario’s 
are burnt down. 

(The fire appears to have broken out. at 
the top of Water street, a lane lesding 
from the river to one of ‘the principal busi- 
ness streets of the foreign settlement, up 
the slope of the hill leading to the foreign 
residences outside the settlement. This 
street consisted principally of Chiuese 
houres with a few foreign longs scattered 
among them. Messrs. Adawison, Bell & Co.'s 
and Russell & Co.'s premises are in the 
same street, but they both, we understand, 
escaped, while Hing Chong’s has been des- 
troyed.” Messrs. “Russell & Co.'s loss 
amounts to about $200, which was covered 
by insurance. Baboo's was a bakery 
and general store, kept by a Malay; 
Kaw Hong-take a Chinese hong belonging 
toa British subject; the Bazaar, which 
was Chinese owned, was a butchery and 
provision store ; Mr. Rozario is the printer 
and publisher’ of the Foochow Echo. 
‘The native shops were mere shanties 
of mean appearance but usually contained 

lunge quantity of valuable gouds, so that 
the Chinese loss is probably very heavy. 
Baboo is insured. A fire, attended with 
great destruction of property, occurred in 
a locality about two’ years ago.— 

D. 














SEL BRIDGE PROJECT. 
Paris, 24th December. 
‘The French Government has nominated 

a commission to examine the various 

schemes for a bridge over the English 

Channel. 

‘THE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC. 
‘The influenza epidemic continues, 
25th December 
Admiral Clous is very ill aud his con- 
dition is precarious. 
26th December. 


Admiral Clous is dead. 
‘The epidemic is greatly increasing ; 

causing pneumonia and the mortality 

becoming more considerable, —Haras, 


FIGHTING IN RIO DE JANEIRO. 
London, 26th December. 
‘There have been anti-revolutionary riots 
at Rio de Janeiro. From the 18h to the 
20th instant there was serious street fight- 
ing, which was quelled on the latter date 
by troops. 
THE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC. 
The epidemic is spoiling Christmas 
throughout the Continent. The hog} 
in Paris and Vienna are crammed; in 
Brussels the garrison is decimated, Deaths 
are becoming numerous. The Czar and 
King of Portugal have caught the contagion, 
THE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC. 
London, 27th December. 
The epidemic is assuming a more virulent 
form, in Paris there are-numbers of fatal 
cases, so much so that the daily death rate 
is increased by two hundred. 
FRANCE AND EGYPT. 
London, 30th December. 
France haa replied’ to the Ezyptian 
conversion scheme, demanding that the 
surplus revenue, after payment of amounts 
resulting from the abolition of the corcée, 
be applied to increasing the Egyptian army 
and to irrigation works. 


THE CHAS 























‘THE DEATH OF THE EMPRESS OF BRAZIL. 
The Ex-Empress of Brazil has died of 
gout in the heart.—Singapore papers. 








Paris, 30th December. 
M. Constans, Minister of che Interior, 
has been elected Senator of Toulouse. 
31st December. 
René Goblet is a candidate in the 
arrondissement of Sceaux. 
Hanoi, 4th January. 
There was a brilliant reception at the 
Elysée on the Ist January, notably that of 
the diplomatic corps, rendering homage to 
the civilising genius of the French nation, 
President Carnot replying that France 
wished to continue her grent works of peace 
and progress.—Tongking Papers. 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK. 
(Thermometers in the open air in a shaded 
situation in the English Settlement.) 
1890, 
Fahr. Thermometer. 
Min. a 














Rainfall 
in inches, 








Jan. 
7 0.01 
"nein fall 
in inches, 
San, 





The Sicawei report at 10 a.m, on Satur- 
day read as follows :—The barometer has 
kept steady above the average in the S, 
here it has continued falling, while it 
rising at Vladivostock and Tokio. A mode- 
rate N.E, moonsvon is still blowing in the 
Formosa Channel. At Shanghai, the wind 
will probably shift to the N.W: at night, 
the sky will probably be cloudy, but with 
no appearance of rain,—12th January 
Yesterday the barometer still remained 
steady at Manila but was falling at the 
southern stations of the China coast ; it 
remained steady at Nagasaki till noon, but 
probably fell in the afternoon, At Shang- 

wai it began to rise decidedly at 3 p.m. 
A gale from N. is probably blowing along 
the northern coast. In the south the 
N.E, monsoon will set in to-day and blow 
a fresh breeze. Cold weather is probable 
here, without rain.—On Monday the baro- 
meter was falling quickly over Japan, 
chiefly at Tokio, where it read 29.80 at 2 
p.m. with strong breeze from S.W. It 
was quickly rising all along the Chin coast 
to the south of Formosa, To-day it con- 
tinues high at Shanghai, Cold weather is 

Il probable, without rain,—January 14th : 
Yesterday the barometer remained high 
and steady at Foochow and Amoy with 
moderate N.E. wind. It also remained 
high and steady at Viadivostock till this 
morning ; but after 4 p.m. yesterday it 
began to fall quickly at Shanghai, Rainy 
weather is probable to-day; to-morrow, 
uncertain.—January 15th: Yesterday the 
barometer was falling all along the China 
coast, and in the south as fur as Manila, 
and in the east Nagasaki. It remained 
almost steady, but slightly falling, at 
Viadivostock. At 4 p.m. it began to’ rise 
at Shanghai with moderate N.W. wind, 
Probable weather : cold and cloudy, little 
or no rain, N. or N.E. winds; moderate or 
fresh bretze along the coast.—Yesterday 
read: The rise of the barometer continued 
till this morning at Shanghai and extended 
yesterday all along the China coast and in 
the south as far as Manila while it was 
falling at Tokio aud Nagasaki. N.E. winds 
prevailed along the southern coaat and 
robably N. or N.W. along the northern, 
Bight or moderate breezes from N-E. are 

Fine weather 









































probable all along the coast. 
probabl 

We snnounced on the Srd instant that 
Mr. Robert ing to 








E. Bredon was comin; 
‘Shanghai as Commissioner of Customs, and 
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that gentleman, who arrived here by the 
Saikio Maru on Monday, accordingly took 
over charge of the office on Tuesday. 

Mr, Howard, British Secretary of Lega- 
tion, left Canton on the 4th, having com- 
pleted his course of study of the consular 
Ports. 

The Futai of this province arrived here 
on Wednesday, and will inspect the forts 
and the water courses. 

Tan Chi-hsiin, formerly Grand Treasurer 
of Kansu, is appointed Governor of Hupeh. 

We draw attention to our Soochow cor- 
respondent’s letter as to the distress in this 
and the next province. 

‘The following is the result of the poll for 
the election of Municipal Councillors for 
the current year, the first nine being 
elected. Those marked with a star continue 
in office from last year, 

*John Macgregor ... 
3D, Brand 
*W, McDonald 
+6. H, Wheele 
|. W, Hardin, 





123 
122 












E. Wheele: 
8. A, Hardoo: 


‘Phere were 133 voters and 6 irregular 
ballots. 

Between 8 and 9.15 on Monday morn- 
ing, Mr. G. W. Stiles, who was locked up 
at the Hongkew Police Station, pending 
his trial at the British Court on a charge 
of fraud, attempted to conmit suicide. He 
was apparently in his usual conditio 
Ba.m., but when one of the police oftic 
took a note in to him at 9.15 he said he was 
unable to read it, ‘The officer immediately 
reported this to the Inspector on duty, and 
tho latter, going into the cell, asked 
Mr. Stiles what was the matter. He 
replied ** Send for a doctor.” On the In- 
spector removing the blanket which con- 
cealed the prisoner's left hand, ho found 
blood issuing from a fearful’ wound or 
series of wounds on the hand and. wrist. 
Medical aid was immediately sevt for, and 
in the meantime a tourniquet was applied 
which stopped the bleeding. Dr. Boone 
was quickly on the spot and proceeded to 

up the arteries and sew up the wounds. 
Later on Dr, Henderson arrived. The 
would-be suicide was then very weak, and 
it was not considered safe to remove him 
tothe Hospital till later in the day. At first 
the prisoner refused to give any informa- 
tion as to how he had inflicted the injuries, 
but after his removal tu the Hospital he 
stated that he had used a small penknife 
{overlooked by the police when searching 

im), which he had then thrown into the 
ventilator underneath his bed. The knife 
was searched for, and found in the place 
indicated. — The charge against Stiles stands 
adjourned until he is well enough to attend. 
On Monday night it was thought that, 
although he had ost a large quantity of 
blood, he would eventually recover. On 
‘Tuesday ho was progressing favourably, and 
he will probably be sufficiently recovered in 
a fow days to take his trial, 

‘At a meeting of the members of No. 4 
Co. S.F.D. which was held on Monday 
afternoon, the following oficers wereelectec 
to serve for the ensuing year—Messrs. J. 
W. Bennett, Foreman; D. W. Crawford, 
First Assistant ; T. E.’Trueman, Second 
Assistant, and W. R. Kahler, Secretary. 

‘A meeting of members of the Shanghai Vo- 
lunteer Artillery wae held on Wednesday for 
the purpose of electing a second-lieutenant 
in the place of Mr. Moffat, who left the 
settlement after the last drill season. 
Sergt.-Major Cameron received the largest 
number of votes and was declared duly 
elected, with the understanding that, in 
the event of the Municipal Council not’ al- 
lowing him to accept the commission (on 























account of his duties in connection with 
the police force), the promotion should fall 
to Driver Allen, who was next in the 
ballot. 

‘An extraordinary accident happened at 
the Concordia Club Bowling Alley on 
Friday evening. The third officer of the 
Bayern, a fine, strong, young fellow, had 
just delivered a ball, Sad ivenermeing him. 
self, crossed his legs. A crack was heard 
and he found himself unable to stand and 
sat down on the floor. Two doctors were 
present, and they attended to him at once 
and found that he had broken his left thigh 
bone. He is now in the hospital. It isa 
fact surgically recognised that the muscles 
are sometimes too strong for the bones to 
which they are attached and in contracting 
break a bone ; this is probably such a case. 

We have to thank the Statistical Depart- 
ment of the Customs for a copy of the List 
of the Chinese Lighthouses, Light-vessels, 
Buoys, and Beacons for 1890, corrected to 
1st December last.” It is illustrated by 
three well and clearly executed charts 
shewing the position, ete., of Lights and 
Limits of Customs Districts. The List 
itself is avcompanied by very full explana- 
tory remarks ; and there are also lists of 
the Lights staff of foreigners and natives, 
anda memorandum, accompanied by very 
interesting diagrams, of ‘the tides at the 
southern entrance to the Yangtze and of 
the notorious Woosung Bar. 

It will be remembered that there was a 
slight earthquake shock here on the morn- 
ing of the 28th of Decem On the night 
of the 28th there was a shock at Yokohama, 
aud another on the 3lst, and the Japan 
Mail adds to its report of these disturb- 
ances:—Captain Donaldson, of the Glenshiel, 
which arrived on the 2nd inst., reports a 
curious phenomenon which was observed 
from his ship. Between Tsurugisaki and 
Kannonsaki, the sea was covered by dense 
steam for a considerable distance, though 
the outl was well defined. This may 











have some counection with the recent | 


earthquakes, and be evidence of a sub- 
marine eruption, 

An instance of the ingratitude with 
which the efforts of missionaries and other 
benevolent persons are often met has just 
been afforded by the case of a Eurasian 
youth named Urquhart, who was charged 
at the British Police Court on the 9th 
instant with obtaining goods by false pre- 
tences from a foreign firs, On this charge 
he was remanded for a week, but on the 
day after the remand he was ‘discharged, 
no doubt on account of his nationality 

iving the British authorities no power to 
Seal with hion. The China Inland Mission 
very kindly stepped in and, with a view 
of giving him au opportunity of making a 
fresh start, provided him with temporary 
accommodation, which he promptly repaid 
by getting gloriously intoxieated in com- 

ny with another choice spitit. Parties 
jesirous of reforming Mr, Urquhart can 
now undertake the post, vice China Inland 
Mission, resigned. 

‘At 4.20 a.m. on Sunday, the alarm was 
given for a fire on the French Concession, 
and thefiremen as usual promptly responded 
to the call. Some of them ran off with 
their hose reels to the locality, only to find 
that their services were not required, the 
fire having been overcome by the inmates 
of the house, while others more fortunate 
were stopped at the engine houses. 


The fire bells rang on Tuesday morning at 
10 minutes past midnight for a fire in Chili 
road between Nanking and Tientsin roads 
and near the Old Louza Police Station. 
Some of the companies arrived on the 
scene before the alarm had ceased ringing 
and in a short time seven powerful streams 
were playing on the flames which were 
confined within fire walls to four double 
Chinese houses. The firemen left before 
2a.m. The property was insured. 

On Friday whilea boy was firing crackers 
in s house in Chapoo Road, the bed curtains 























caught fire. Fortunately the occupants of 
the house were prompt in extinguishing 
the flames. As it was, the bedding and 
curtains were destroyed. 

‘On Sunday morning, the wall of a house 
in North Honan Road near the Canton 
Garten collapeed, cansing the death of a 
Chinaman and injuring two others. 

Curious things go on in Shanghai of 

which the general public knows little, and 
the “Hydraulic test” is one of them. The 
officer of an ocean steamer wascoming ashore 
a cold evening or two ago at the Hong- 
kew Wharf, when he saw two foreigners 
standing in the water up to their waists, 
surrounded by an admiring crowd of sam- 
pan-men. Wondering what was the matter, 
he called out to one of the men to ask what 
he was doing: ‘I'm testing his strength: 
for Jesus,” was the answer, and with that 
the speaker ducked the other man under 
the water. ‘The officer came on to hear the 
lecture on ‘* Fools and their Follies, 
regretting that he had no time to 
lecturer this novel illustration of his sub- 
ject. 
JK robbery having been’ committed on 
the premises of the Customs Statistical 
Department, one of the house boys con- 
nected with the establishment was taken 
to the Mixed Court on Friday on a charge 
of being concerned in the theft. As the 
evidence agaiust him was not conclusive 
he was ordered to appear before the Court 
‘a month hence if required to do so, 

‘At the U.S. Consular Court on Monday, 
before Consul-General Leonard, judgment 
was given in an action brought by Loong 
Chung against S.0. Dalrymple to recover 
$274.09, being $226.52 for goods supplied 
for the’ pilot-boat_ Syren, and $47.07 for 
interest to date. The Consul-General gave 
judgment for $226.52, with costs (825.20 
gold), but disallowed the claim for interest. 

A sailor named Robinson, belonging to 
the American ship Gerard’C. Toby, was 
brought before the United States Consul- 
General on Monday on a charge of being 
drunk and disorderly on board, and was 
ordered to be imprisoned until the vessel's 
date of departure. 

At the Mixed Court on Tuesday an ac- 
cumulation of cases was disposed of. Some 
thieves received their deserts, one being 
sentenced to two days’ imprisonment, one 
being remanded, three receiving 100 blows 
each, ove of the delinquents being further 
ordered to be deported. A thief who 
stole some old iron had his labour 
in vain, for he was ordered to take 
it back’ to the Old Dock, the place 
whence he had stolen it. A gambler 
got seven days’ imprisonment, while a 
pawnbroker' tant for stealing and 
then absconding was ordered to be sent to 
Swatow. A disturber of the peace was 
ordered to find security for his future good 
behaviour, while another who was charged 
with a similar offence was sent to ths 
Sinza Refuge. 

‘The first four winning numbers at yes- 
terday’s drawing of the Manila lottery 
were 4501, 30692, 34219 and 20654, 

Complaints are made at intervals of the 
delay in the issue of the Desk Hong List 
from this office, but this delay is due to the 
efforts of the publishers to make it a com 
plete directory for the new year. It is 
sought to include in it the changes that are 
made at the end of the year that has just 
expired, and it is found that persons delay 
their returns until these are all settled, and 
we may mention that at the end of lest 
week there. were still outstanding 190 re- 
turns from Shanghai alone, while it is most 
difficult to get returns in from the outporis 
at all. The changes in the Masonie bodie 
for instance, are many of them made in 
January, and it was not known until 
yesterday evening who are the Municipal 
Councillors for the current year. Waiting 
for this and similar information makes the 
Hong List late, but it also makes it, when 
it does appear, a directory for this yoar, 
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instead of giving only last year’s informa- 
tion, Even with all our care there will 
always be inaccuracies in it, but we do our 
best to avoid these as far as possible. 

We learn from the Daily Press that Dr. 
Mary Fulton, of Canton, had returned 
from Poling, sixty miles from Swatow, 
where she had been successfully treating 
two ladies of General Fong's houeehold. 
‘The General's family entertained her in 
foreign style and with great courtesy. She 
also received two gold medals in testmony 
of her skill. This is equally a handsome 
acknowledgment of the value of Western 
medical science and very cheering to all 
other medical missionaries. 

‘The Daily Press says that Governor Des 
Veux is going home ‘for a holiday” 
shortly after the departure of the Duke 
and Duchess of Connaught. 

The China Mail of the 8th says :—The 
works of the Canton Paper Manufacturing 
Co. at the village of Yeimpo, about ten 
miles above Canton, are expected to 
be in full operation in a fortnight. The 
company is entirely @ Chinese one, with a 
capital of Tls, 150,000, and their inten- 
tion is to manufacture only the varieties of 
brown paper in common use among the 
Chinese, although the machinery, with a 
little alteration, could be adapted to pro- 
duce white paper if required, The build- 
ings and plant, which cost about $150,000, 
include all that is necessary for the work 
to be engaged in, and it is estimated that 
about forty tons of paper will be turned 
out per week, Messrs, Bertram and Son of 
Edinburgh are the makers of the machinery, 
and it has been fitted up under the personal 
superintendence of Mr. Horsburgh, the pa- 
per manager, and Mr, Grierson, the engineer 
of the compauy; Mr. Andrew Jubuston, 
of Hongkong, being consulting engineer. A 
trial of the machinery was made in presence 
of the directors on’ the 4th instant, with 
most satisfactory results. About one 
hundred natives’ will be employed in the 
works, the only Europeans being Messrs. 
Horsburgh and Grierson. Several Chinese 
formerly employed in paper works in Ame- 
rica have been engaged. Rice straw will 
be the material chiefly used in paper- 
making, but rags will also be employed to 
some extent. 

We take the following notes from the 
Hongkong Telegraph:—The Blue Buildings 
at Praya East have been purchased from 
Messrs Holliday, Wise and Co., by the 
Land Investment Company, Limited, on 
terms which are considered most favorable 
to the purchasers.—We rogret to learn that 
Governor Des Voeux will, in all probabi- 
lity, leave here for home next March, and 
that his return is uncertain. His Excel- 
lency's health has, unfortunately, not been 
no satisfactory as could have been wished. 
Hongkong will greatly miss one of the 
ablest_ and most conscientious rulers that 
has ever controlled the destinies of the 
colony.—A Berlin correspondent says that 
although Germany cultivates more dancers 
than any other country in Europe, and 
although the Kaiser is really noted as a 
graceful dancer, the Government has re- 
solved to curtail dancing to a certain 
extent. All the communities which have 
public dances for children at Whitsuntide, 
‘on the Emperor’s birthday, or on other 
national holidays, are directed not to begin 
eperations, before noon, and not to continue 
them after 8 p.m. None but a schoolchild 
is allowed to join in. Children preparing 
for confirmation are forbidden to take part 
at all, Those entrusted with the moral 
.d religious training of young people are 
enjoined to prevent dancing, and to sub- 
atitute children’s games. The opinion is 
expressed that nothing has been done in 
the young Kaiser's reign that will excite 
such opposition in Germany as this. 

A correspondent writes to the China 
Mail from Tamsui on the 27th ult. :— 
Rather an unlooked-for accident happened 
here yesterday morning which deprived the 
residents of their fresh beef and game and 






































might have ended in loss of life, had it not 
been for the prompt attention paid by the 
Captain and officers of thes.s. Hailoong. On 
the morning of the 26th December, about 
9a.m., the Hailoong anchored off the bar, 
when @ pilot-boat came alongside, into 
which were placed the ship’s despatches, 
fresh beef and game. She then proceeded 
towards the shore, but on crossing the 
bar, owing to a little mismanagement 
aud a heavy sea that was running, the 
boat capsized, throwing its occupants and 
freight into ‘the water. The accident 
was seen by the captain and officers of the 
Hailoong, who immediately lowered a 
boat, which proceeded to the rescue, in 
command of the chief officer Mr. Davis, who 
succeeded in crossing the bar and saving 
the crew of the boat as well as the si 
despatches—an action for which he deserves 
great credit. I must also mention that this 
is the second time Mr. Davis has saved life 
on this bar, for during the Freuch trouble 
in October, 1884, he rescued thirteen lives 
at very great risk to his own. 

‘The Hongkong papersreceivedon Wednes- 
day are of earlier date than those brought by 
the Clyde, but they contain some telegra- 
phic news that has not yet been published 
here. Lord Randolph Churchill has come 
out in favour of an Eight Hours Bill. 
Eight naval officers loyal to the Emperor 
are said to have been executed in Brazil, 
where there is much discontent with the 
Republic.—Bushiri, having been sold to 
Major Wissmanu for £1,000, has been 
hanged after trial by a court-martial at 
which Major Wissmann presided.—It is 
not true that the diamonds of the Empress 
of Brazil were stolen.--Oxford beat Cam- 
bridge in the football match.—General 
Boulanger has issued another manifesto. 

From Hongkong papers received yester- 
day we learn that the British ship Marabout, 
which left Hongkong on 29th December 
for Iloilo, had been wrecked near that 
port ; all lives saved.—The Singapore 
cricket team had announced its readiness 
to row Hongkong in fours, double sculls, or 
single sculls.—A meeting was to be held in 
Hongkong to decide as to perpetuating the 
meniory of the late Hon. F. Stewart, 
LL.D., Colonial Secretary.—A concession 
for a coal mine at Dongtricu, near Hai- 
phong, had been granted to General Sc! 
delin.—The appeal in the Larvo Bay- 
Glencoe collision case, on the part of the 
owners of the Glencoe, has been dis- 
missed, it being held that the ident 
occurred through the improper navigati 
of the Glencoe.—The Havas sei 
telegrams to the Far East, of which the 
French Colonies had the benefit, ceased 
‘at the end of the year. The telegrams 
that now appear inthe French Colonial 

apers are from an official source and must 
perdiscounted accordingly. 

‘Mr. Oki, Prefect of Kanagawa, having 
been transferred to Nagasaki, a meeting of 
the foreign community was held at the 
Chamber of Commerce Rooms, Yokohama, 
Mr. A. O. Gay in the chair, on the 7th, 
at which a committee, consisting of one 
American, three Britons, one Chinese, one 
Frenchman, one German, one Italian, one 
Portuguese, and one Swiss, was elected, 
with instructions to “prepare an address 
for signature and to purchase a casket for 
the same, and to present the address at such 
time and place as Mr. Oki Morikata may 
appoint.” Tt was thought that this would 
be more suitable than a public dinner to 
Mr. Oki, or a ball, both of whick were 
suggested. 

The Secretary of the U.S. Navy has fixed 
the following values for 1890, as we learn 
from a Squadron Circular issued by Rear- 
Admiral Belknaj 

Imperial Japanese Yen, Silver 

Imperial Japauese Yen, Gold 

Mexican 
















































Nagasaki, native and foreign, seems to 
have been much ‘moved by the loss of the 
prefect, Mr. Yoshio Kusaka, who has been 








felieved of his post and placed on the 


retired list by the new Cabinet. The Rising 
‘Sun says that he was escorted on board the 
steamer by which he left Nagasaki “by a 
large number of personal friends and ac- 
|quaintances, both native and foreiga, all 
of whom we have no hesitation in saying 
sincerely regretted not only his sudden 
and unexpected departure but the cireum- 
stances under which it took place.” Mr, 
Kusaka received before his departure 
several other marks of the respect and 
affection felt for him by the residents in 
his prefecture. 

Welearn from the Japan Mail's San Fran- 
cisco correspondent that California has 
had an unusual visitation, He writes on De- 
cember 14th:—Araiu storm, which began on 
November 24th and lasted till yesterday, has 
reminded peuple of the deluge of Genesis, A. 
large portion of interior California has been 
under water, and the destruction of pro- 
pene, has been large. Over a score of 
reaks in the levees on the Upper Sacra- 
mento are reported, and some of the finest 
farms in the State are covered with water 
toa depth of from two to ton feat, | Num- 
bers of houses and barns have fluated off, 
and the occupants and cattle have tale 
refuge on the hills. No loss of life is re- 
ported, but wherever the crops were stack. 
ed in the fields they will prove a total loss, 
The damage done in Colusa, Tehama, and 
Sutter counties is estimated at $5,000,000, 
Much alarm was felt lest the city of Sacra: 
mento should be flooded, but though the 
river rose to a height never before known, 
no damage was done, and the streets re- 
mained dry. 

The Nichi Nichi Shimbun gives the 
following explanation of the reported inten- 
tion of the Japanese Government. to con- 
fine zailway building hereafter to the State: 

Although not in a position to vouch for 
its truthfulness or otherwise, we give the 
following rumour which states that private 
‘railways will not henceforth be allowed, 
This was first advocated by Viscount 
Enomoto, the Minister of Education, and 
was approved by Count Yamagata, the 
Minister President of State, so that this 
opinion has great influence in the Cabinet 
at the present moment. The reason given 
for this is that railways are public roads of 
the country, therefore they should be 
the property of the State, being the 
advancement of convenience in communi- 
cation, military and otherwis Now when 
we look at private enterprise, we see the 
only point they have in view is the pro- 
fit to be derived from the railways with- 
out any thought being paid to the con- 
venience of communications and the mili- 
tary policy of the country. It frequently 
happens that where railways are needed 
for military purposes, there are none so 
laid by private railway companies. ‘The 
only effect they have upon the people is to 
train them up into luxurious habits. The 
opinion of Count Yamagata is therefore 
to purchase all the private railways after 
50 years, at the amount of their capital, 
and convert them into State property. 

We learn from Rucker and Bencraft's 
Circular of 6th December last that the new 
season's type of Black Leaf tea has been 
selected and circulated, and it is hoped that 
it will reach buyers in Shanghai, that they 
may see what quality it is that was then 
selling in Londou at 43d. for May delivery, 

The Singapore Free Press of the Slst 
December says the steamer Spaniel left 
Sandakan on the 15th December last with 
a general cargo and four European pas- 
sengers for Singapore on board, ‘The 
passage generally takes six days, and as 
there was no news of the steamer some 
little anxiety was felt. The Daily Press 
hears that a telegram has been received in 
Hongkong from Singapore stating that the 
steamer in which the sender of the telegram 
left Sandakan had been wrecked, and that 
the crew and passengers were thirteen 
days on an island before they were rescued. 
The name of the steamer was not given, 
but probably it was the Spanic 
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Miscellaneous Articles. 


THE PROGRESS OF CHINA. 
13th Jan. 

Opn ingenious contemporary the Chinese 

Times—aud we use ‘ingenious’ here 


strictly in the favourable sense which | 


alone it bore before modern cynicism 
gave ingenuity a doubtful tinge—in the 
review of 1889 with which it opens its 
last number in the past year, makes 
but a sorry report of the progress of 
China in 1889. We are often inclined 
to envy our contemporary the serene 
atmosphere in which it lives and writes, 
the deliberation which it is able to 
give to the questions it discusses, and 
the advantage it has in its proximity 
to the centre of government. On the 
other hand there is the disadvantage 
that flaws are more clearly seen when 
we are close to, and the general effect 
ig more accurately comprehended at a 
distance, Our contemporary says : 
“Of the external aspect of the y 
transactions, there is, so far as China is 
concerned, nothing satisfactory to re- 
late. It has been a period not of pro- 
gress, but distinctly of regress, and like 
the receding wave on a sea-beach, the 
backward movement has exposed to 
view many previously hidden things.” 
The regress, or retrogression, to which 
our contemporary refers, is in the 
matter of railway construction. “The 
year opened, it may be remembered, with 
a grand promise of advance in the 
matter of railway construction, and 
tenders were advertised, and a foreign 
loan effected for the line connecting 
Tientsin with Tungchow, which ha 
been sanctioned by Imperial Edict. ‘The 
sudden and utter collapse of this scheme, 
like a house of cards, followed promptly.” 
he Chinese Times goes on to shew how 
so unimportant an official as the Taotai 
of Tientsiv, taking advantage of the 
discredit brought on the Viceroy by 
the quashing of the Tungchow railway, 
succeeded in getting the railway bridge 
across the Peilo removed when it was 
almost completed, out of pure pique 
that his concurrence had not been asked 
in its construction. ‘This, after all, is 
only a local matter, and does not bear 
appreciably on the question of the pro- 
gress of the empire. 

The railway question has undoubtedly 
followed a very disappointing course, but 





though it was very much to be hoped, 


it was hardly to be expected, that such 
a momentous reform would be carried 
through without many checks and in- 
terruptions. We were all jubilant when 
the Emperor published his decree stating 
his conviction that railways were essen- 
tial to the safety and prosperity of the 
country ; but we forgot for the moment 
that the invariable Chinese policy—of 
which we have just had another instance 
in the matter of the navigation of the 
Upper Yangtze—is to concede the prin- 
ciple, but to obstruct the details. With 

esterners, who are always in a hurry, 
directly it is settled that a thing is to 
be done, the manner of doing it is of 





much less account, and “oh, that’s a' 
detail” has become a proverbial expres- | 
sion for unimportance. With Orientals, * 
whose records go back so far that to| 
them time is of much less importance, | 
the way in which a thing is to be! 
done is of the greatest importance. | 
They are excessively afraid of conse | 
quences, particularly in a new mat- 
ter; they are not afraid of admitting 
a principle, for it is a barren thing; | 
and they can prevent its having any 
consequences; but they never know 
what may follow when they begin to 
meddle with details. Is is not really 
necessary to adopt our contemporary’s 
view of the check that railways have 
received. “No consideration of the 
interest of the State has influenced the 
contending factions, but rather private 
envy and malice, working within the 
traditional lines of a court intrigue.” 
Tt is quite conceivable that Peking is 
honestly convinced that there is danger 
in putting the country under obligation 
to foreigners for the money necessary 
to build railways. China is much of 
a democracy in reality while an absolute 
monarchy in theory, and the cabinet 
may argue that when the people reully 
want railways, they will find the money 
to build them, We can hardly expect 
the high officials to confess that they 
are so corrupt that the people will not 
trust them with their money. Meanwhile 
we can hardly call the present check a 
retrogression ; the tide is rising all the 
time although the waves alternately 
advance and recede. 

The work that the young Emperor 
is doing in overhauling the administra- 
tion at the capital and in the provinces 
is a decided mark of progress. We 
might almost imagine that it had been 
explained to the Emperor that. before | 
railways can be successfully introduced, 
the administration of the country must 
be purified, aud Peking itself get a 
firmer hold on the provinces and their 
finances. If, as the Chinese Times in- 
dicates, it is the jealousies of the Vice- 
roys that have caused the present 
check, it may have been represented to | 
the Emperor that the renewal of the 
railway scheme would be thwarted again 
in the same manner; and that there- 
fore it was useless proceeding with this 
great innovation until the dependence 
of the provincial rulers on the throne 
was made more certain. What these 
jealousies now are is represented by our 
contemporary in language which we 
may hope is’a little exaggerated. “‘The 
body of men who really keep the 
machine going are exclusively devoted 
to their selfish ends, and are filled not | 
with love of their country, but hatred 
of each other, to the gratification of 
which their thoughts are for the most 
part directed.” In this case the Em- 
peror’s wisest course is to throw him- 
self on the people as a whole, and 
he could not commend himself to them 
better than by attacking and order-| 
ing a reform of official abuses. We 
do not say that he has done this con- 








but it is possible that he has, It is 
still to be seen whether this desire for 
reform is a flash in the pan, or whether 
it will be followed up: if it is, it will 
be a surprising indication of the vital: 
ity of the imperial family, which seemed 
alittle. while ago so near extincti 
and 1889, the year of Kuang Hsit’s 
assumption of power, will after all be 
recorded as a year of real progress. 











MR.T.'T. MEADOWS ON IMPERIAL 
FEDERATION. 
3 15th Jan. 

‘Tue question of Imperial Federation,— 
to which in one of its aspects we recently 
referted,—is becoming more than ever 
a topic of the time, in England at all 
events. Bunt, as Lord Rosebery, its 
chief exponent, was reluctantly’ com 

led to admit in his speech last 
November, it is not, so far, a practical 
question. As a matter of sentiment 
all subjects of Her Majesty, of Anglo: 
Saxon race at least, would like to feel 
themselves units in a homogeneous 
British Empire; but as a matter of 
profit it is altogether utopian to sup: 
pose that certain provincial legislatures 
bitten with a mania for protection wil 
consent to a Customs Union, while it is 
quite certain that each colony or group 
of colonies (governed as they all are by 
a democracy) will continne to subordi- 
nate Imperial ends to its own private 
interests. ‘The agitation against Chinese 
immigration into Australia is a noted 
example, on which it is hardly neces- 
sary ,to dwell here. ‘The proposal that 
colonial delegates should sit in the 
Imperial Parliament (though approxi- 
mating to the system obtaining for the 
colonies of France) Lord Rosebery 
rightly regarded as for the present ini- 
practicable. His one suggestion did 
indeed involve the assembly of colonial 
representatives in London, being as it 
was for a periodical Colonial Congress, 
but, unquestionably useful as such a 
congress would be, it would not rapidly 
advance Lord Rosebery’s aim, the real 
amalgamation of the Einpire. 

It is strange that in the discussions 
that have taken place on this important 
subject no reference has been made to 
the eminently practical scheme for 
securing federal union proposed more 
than thirty years ago by that acute 
observer, the late Mr. T. T. Meadows, 
This is in effect to apply to the provinces 
(for such our colonies are) of the British 
Empire the system of competitive 
examinations for imperial appointments 
which exists, and has for two thousaud 
years successfully existed in China. He 
would uot, of course, slavishly follow 
the Chinese exemplar, but while pre- 
serving the spirit would adapt the 
working to the modern requirements 
of the Empire. His argument seems 
thoroughly sound, China, as we know, 
is by no means a single homo- 
geneous state, but rather a congeries 
of separate states, speaking languages 
which, though as fundamentally con- 





sciously with the motive we suggest, 


nected are yet as mutually unintelligible 
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as French and Italian. The in habit-| Ireland and Wales is, let us say, six please them and keep them in good 


‘ants of one Chinese province re 


times that of the seven provinces of, humour prohibitory duties are put on 


With at the best feelings of indifference, ' New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria,’ English manufactures, in which the 
‘often with feelings of rancorous hostility, ‘South Australia, West Australia, Tas- French merchants in Tongking could 
those of another. At Foochow it used | maniaand New Zealand, then six degrees | do a good business if they were allowed 
to be said that the chief defence for the ' would be given to the home group for'to. There is a demand for British 
foreign merchants there was the hatred ; one to the Australasian, but the Austral-, manufactures, aud where there is a 
‘and jealousy which the native Fukienese | asians would secure that one degree.|demand it is very hard in these days 


felt ‘towards the Cantonese residents ; | Just as in China, a certain number of if a supply is not forthcoming. 
rovineial degrees were al- | the face of the hostile tariff 
thorities refused shelter to vessels of | ways reserved for Formosan candidates, 


the Fukien 





at Ningpo in ’85 the Chékiang au- 


In 
British 
‘goods have been finding their way 


the Yangtze squadron ; on emigrant so would it bein the British Empire, for |into the colony, and this was the 
ships the Swatow coolies must be eare- | Canadian, South African or Australian. | cause of the promulgation by the 
fully separated from those of Amoy.'A contribution of men is worth a| French government of the recent degree 


What under these disintegrating ten- | hundred times a contribution in money; 
deucies has kept this huge empire of if the Australians had sous serving as 
China for so many centuries together ? officers in the Imperial army or navy or 
It is, Meadows insisted, and with justice, | brothers in the Embassy at Paris or the 
the system of competitive State examina- | Legation at Peking, questions of Freuch 
tions. By throwing open all posts of | récidivistes aud of Chinese immigrants 
honour and emolwment to ostensi- | would be more quietly and, it may be, 
bly open competition the Chinese | more thoroughly weighed, without ony 
Government secures on the side of | undue strain on the allegiance to the 
stability all the best talents of | Throne. 

young China, and kuits together the! Minor details of his scheme were 
provinces in a common interest. In | given in Mr. Meadows’ Chinese and Their 
the same way if what may be called | Rebellious, but ouce assured that it was 
the British Imperial Service were really | practicable and desirable, these would, 
thrown open to candidates from the|with the added experience of thirty 
whole empire, the colonies and the | years, be easily supplied. And is it not 
mother country would be drawn far | both practicable and desirable? If a 
raore closely together than any debating | people like the Chinese could manage 
society such as the projected Colonial | such a system with success, surely the 


Congress could ever draw them. But, | 
it will be at once urged, does not this 
open competition already exist? We 
would say, certainly not, ‘he British 
Diplomatic Service is still a close) 
borough; the higher posts under the | 
Colonial Office (such as Governorships) 
are far too often bestowed on some 
person at home who has made himself 
very useful, or very obnoxious, to the 
Parliamentary chief for the time being ; 
a large share of Consular appointments 
are still matter of patronage ; while last 
but by no means least, the Navy and 
the Army can only be entered through 
gates fixed in England. ‘There's the 
rub; if a parent in Australia wishes his 
son to get an imperial appointment, 
whether in the Army, the Navy, the 
Indian Civil, or the Consular or Colonial 
Services, he must send him to London 
to compete for it—and how great a 
deterrent this is there is no need to 
show. What Mr. Meadows urged was 
this :—Let there be held every year 
three sets of examinations; district 
examinations, of a comparatively low 
grade, for each county or group of 
counties ; provincial examinations for 
each colony or province ; and special or 
metropolitan examinations for the whole 
Empire. (He follows, it will be observed, 
very closely on the Chinese model). 
An estimate would be made of the 
number of vacancies in the various 
services for each year, and the number of 
degrees granted at’ each examination 
would be some multiple of this. At 
the same time, and this is the keynote 
aud really important part of his scheme, 
the number of degrees granted would 
also be proportioned to the population 
of each province. If the population of 











the four provinces England, Scotland, 


English could; and nothing should be 
more an object of desire to all English- 
men, indeed to all Anglo-Saxons, than 
the ‘effective union of the one Empire 
which has advauced, instead of retarding, 
humanity aud true civilisation, and 
whose integrity is a guarantee for the 
world at large of peace and progress. 





PROTECTION IN INDO-CHINA. 

16th Jan. 
TuerE is no doubt that the French 
have in Tongking a very fine colony 
with great possibilities, and if the co- 
lonists were left to themselves they 
would soon make it a flourishing and 
rosperous province. Unfortunately the 
rench people as a whole care nothing 
for it, or would rather be without it, an 
they have driven from power, and now 
actually from the Chamber, their ablest 
statesman, M. Jules Ferry, because he 
acquired it for France. “hus the co- 
lony has been allowed to become the 
plaything of the hide-bound officials in 
the Colonial Office at Paris, who use it 
mainly as a preserve of places for the 
friends of importunate Deputies. The 
Courrier @’Haiphong told us not very 
long ago that the French merchants in 
Yongking lived on the profits made 
from supplying the troops, and that 
they would starve if the Colonial Office 
carried out its proposition to make all 
contracts in future at Paris. When 
these merchants try, as they are con- 
stautly doing, to inaugurate some 
legitimate trade, it is crushed by the 
tariff imposed from France, a tariff 
which is confessedly not one for revenue 
at all. The French cotton mauufac- 
turers are among the strongest sup- 
porters of the Government, and to 





‘requiring certificates of origin on all 
{cottons entering French Indo-China. 
\« Fraudulent entries,” we are told, 
| “have been effected, either by direct 
contraband, or by declarations, under 
which English goods get in at less rates 
than it is contemplated they should 
pay.” With a people such keen smug- 
glers as the Chinese are, it will be 
impossible to keep English goods out, 
and the result will be a double loss to 
the Custom-house, which will lose its 
duties and have to spend still more on 
its preventive service ; while the legiti- 
mate traders of Haiphong will lose a 
little of the small business that the 
tariff leaves them. 

M. Etienne, the French Under- 
Secretary for the Colonies, who, accord- 
ing to the correspondent of the London 
Standard, is a representative “ Jobus”, 
and the real head of thedepartunent, hav- 
ing succeeded in driving from office his 
nominal chief, Admiral Krantz, has 
made no secret of the government's 
reasons for insisting on the tariff-gen- 
eral, certificates of origin, etc., ete. His 
recent remarks on the subject were 
briefly telegraphed at the time by 
Reuter: they were made at a dinner 
given him by the promoters of the 
“French Industrial Syndicate in Indo- 
China.” What he said must have been 
thoroughly grateful to his hosts, He 
told them that he intended to establish 
the protective system in all French 
colonies, and to exclude from them all 
but French productions. He went on to 
say that “in the past France might just- 
ly boast that she had thrown her gates 
wide open to foreign trade, But things 
were altered now. It was no longer 
possible for her to ignore what was 
taking place all around her. ‘They 
could not shut their eyes to the fact 
that America, behind’ her carefully 
closed gates, had created her manufac- 
turing industry, and was contemplating 
the creation of a Zollverein restricte 
to the countries of the New World. 
France was equally bound to preserve 
her colonies as a market for her own 
products. ‘There was a general move- 
ment which impelled the whole world 
to create new outlets for its industry. 
The French had been the first to explore 
and colonise Afri All European 
uations were now eager to instal them- 
selves there, even those countries which 
had hitherto eschewed colonial under- 
takings. Germany had made good her 








footing there by the western and eastern 
coasts. Italy had penetrated the Dark 
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Continent from the east, and her posi- 
tion was of far more importance than 
was generally supposed. England per- 
vaded the whole of Africa with her 
abundant productions. Therefore France 
must do the same, and secure markets 
in Africa and India. In Africa her 
work was done. She had only to turn 
it to account. The French were instal- 
Jed in Indo-China permanently, and 
they would never retire, whatever might 
be said to the contrary.” 

We have quoted this in full, because 
it shews what a hopeless set of econo- 
mists they are who have got hold of 

ower in France now. ‘The colonists at 
aigon and at Haiphong have urged 
again and again that trade is being 
ruined by the tariff-general, that the 
natives want English manufactures, 
and do not want French manufactures 
of the kinds and at the prices that 
Rouen prescribes, But, says M. Etienne, 
England has flooded Africa with her 
oducts. It does not matter that 
ngland’s extended trade is carried on 
with the most perfect freedom to all com- 
petitors, and that the world takes her 
products because they are made to suit 
the world’s taste and are cheap; M. Eti- 
enne meets that by framing his tariff so 
that the Indo-Chinese shall be satisfied 
with French taste aud French prices, or 
go without, and they are going without, 
to the loss of the colonists. M. Etienne 
went on to tell his gratified hearers that 
they were aiming to control not only 
the trade of Indo-China, but the trade 
of south-west China through Tongking, 
and they must do their utmost “ not to 
be forestalled by that indefatigable 
people, the English, who had two roads 
open to them—Siam and Burma.” In 
accordance with this perfectly laudable 
aspiration the Governor-General of 
Indo-Chins has exempted from all 
transit dues merchandise destined for 
Yunnan and Kuangsi forwarded by the 
Red River route. ‘The greater part of 
this merchandise will undoubtedly be 
of English origin, and it remains to 
be seen what M. Etienne will say 
when he finds this out. We might 
have thought that the lessons taught 
by Hongkong on one side and Singa- 
pore on the other, the prosperity 
that has followed the freedom of trade 
in those colonies, would have been 
appreciated by the French Colonial 
Office, as it is by the colonists them- 
selves, but this is not so. There is 
no jealousy of French progress among 
the’ English neighbours of Tongking ; if 
there were, we should advise France to 
continue her present course. The in- 
jury done to the trade of French Indo- 
China is not the only one that this 
protective policy causes; we saw the 
other day a Chinese writer taking the 
French tariff as an argument in favour 
of a revision of her treaties by China in 
the direction of protection. In many 
ways France is a bright example in the 
world; it is melancholy to find her so 
bebindhand in her economical policy. 





PROTECTION IN INDO-CHINA. 
Iith June. 
We mentioned in our leading article 
yesterday morning that the Governor- 
General of Indo-China had exempted 
from all transit dues merchandise des- 
tined for Yunnan and Kuangsi for- 
warded by the Red River route. We 
learn from the China Mail of the 9th 
received yesterday that this is far too 
liberal a statement of what M. Piquet 
has done. It is a very restricted con- 
cession that he has made to the transit 
trade. The Mail explains that:—“Only 
the products of Yunnan and Kuangsi 
entering the land frontier are exempted 
from import and transit duties. Goods 
arriving by the maritime frontier, that 
is foreign goods for Yunnan and Kuangsi, 
must pay the usual dues, ‘That is to 
say, a merchant in Yunnan may send 
copper or other products to Hongkong 
by the Red River route without paying 
any custom dues during the passage 
through Tongking; but if the same 
merchant wishes a consigument of goods 
in return, he must pay a dear price for 
French goods or take Buglish goods 
and pay the exorbitant dues exacted in 
Tongking.” It is almost incredible that 
M. Piquet should make such an ob- 
structive arrangement, if he is really 
anxious to divert to Tongking some of 
the trade with the south-west of China 
that now goes through Canton. Pakhoi 
has not much to fear if English manu- 
factures for Kuangsi and Yunnan are 
subjected to the French tariff-general 
before they can pass through Tongking. 


THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION. 
Tith June. 
Tue result of the poll for seats on the 
Council for the present year was cir- 
culated by us yesterday evening, and 
will be found in another column. It is 
always desirable that there should be a 
contest, for the taking of a ballot is an 
excellent occasion for the ratepayers to 
shew their appreciation of the services 
of individual councillors during the 
year that is past. Of the nine success- 
fal candidates yesterday, the Chairman 
of the Council, Mr. M or, heads 
the list, which is entirely as it should be, 
and Mr. D. Brand comes within one vote 
of him, which is equally satisfactory. 
Three members of the retiring Council 
follow, the highest of them with six 
votes less than Mr. Brand, and only one 
vote apart each. Mr. Joseph Welch, a 
new candidate (although it is not the 
first time he has verved on the Council), 
comes next, and then the other success- 
ful member of the retiring Council, but 
with twenty votes less than the lowest 
of his colleagues. No doubt this may 
be attributed to a feeling on the part 
of some of the ratepayers, that after six 
years of continuous good: service, Mr. 
Adler deserved a rest. Messrs. Lieder and 
Jansen, both untried men, make up 
what promises to be a useful and re- 
presentative board. It would have 
been thought incredible some years ago 
that a member of the firm of Dent and 


Company could be an unsuccessful can- 
didate, and we must presume that the 
voters remembered how Mr. Wheeley 
separated himself from his colleagues 
recently on the Bridge question. It 
would have been better if he had taken 
our advice and resigned at the time. 
There was uot much expectation that 
Messrs. Hardoon aud Evans would be 
elected, and the position they occupy 
on the return was very generally autici- 
pated for them. 








ROUND THE WORLD IN 75 DAYS. 

ith Jan. 
‘Pus lady who writes over the pseudonym 
of “Nellie Bly” is one of the brightest 
and most successful of woman journa- 
lists. Her prototype, as we’ were told 
in the now forgotten poem, was in the 
habit of shutting her eye sometimes, 
but all through the joumey that she is 
now makiug—and she should now be 
nearing San Francisco—* Miss Bly will 
keep her eyes and ears open ; will note 
this, that, and everything, aud the 
number of things she can see in a given 
time is very great.” That she will 
accomplish her journey round the world 
in seventy-five’ days is, bar accidents, 
certain, aud it is not so very long since 
Jules Verne had to invent the most 
extraordinary expedients to get his hero 
round the world in eighty days. 

Miss Bly, it appears, left New York 
by the German steamer Augusta Vic- 
toria for Southampton on the 14th of 
November last, having received her 
orders to make the trip on the 11th. 
Three days’ notice to make a trip round 
the world is not very long Tor the 
ordinary traveller, but it is long enough 
for a special correspondent. who travels 
as lightly equipped as Miss Bly, for all 
her voxgnse is a grip-sack, sixteen by 
seven inches on the bottom, a bundle 
of wraps for steamer use, and a courier 
bag slung over her shoulder. Her 
dresses are—or were when she started 
—a blue plaid in ladies’ cloth, aud a 
brown camel’s hair. She has a cap with 
adouble peak, quite English, you kuow; 
a heavy Scotch plaid ulster for warmth, 
aud a gossamer waterproof for rainy 
spells, without having an umbrella at 
all. ‘There is evidently still an idea 
that travellers in the East must have 
no baggage that they cannot carry them- 
selves, aud that a racer against time, 
like Miss Bly, would be beaten unless 
care was taken that there should be 
“no checking of trunks, no looking after 
laggard boxes, no turning over of bag- 
gage, no going on to have the trank 
follow in the van of some other traiv, 
or possibly never to follow at all.” Une 
would imagine that the people who 
despatched Miss Bly thought that when 
she got to one terminus, she would have 
to jump into a cab and catch the ont- 
going boat to the next terminus, and so 
on, aud might lose a connection altoge- 
ther if she had any baggage to look 
after. On the other haud her itinerary 





was carefully drawn up, and has been 
ery accurately observed. She was due 
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